THE   PEDIGIIEE OE  ADVAITA.              291
an unquestionable authenticity. If Mr. Stapleton
would take the trouble to compare the
pedigrees of high caste Kulms, he would
scarcely come across any disagreement though
he might look into a number of such cases.
It is true that in the distant villages of
o
Bengal, outside the chief seats of the Kullns,
some families have occasionally tried, by forging
names, to connect themselves with some recog-
nised Kulln families, but such cases are*
exceptions proving the rule. But where this
has happened the country bards have kept afresh
the memory of the infamous tale by exposing the
forgery in songs.
Advaita's genealogical accounts, so far as his
remote ancestors are concerned, are therefore
unreliable. He was not a Kulin, he was a
Vaisiiava. And though his family obtained a
lustre from him and became exalted in popular
estimation so that his descendants sought for a
long list of their ancestors to put themselves on
a par with the Kulln Bralimans, Advaita, himself
simple and pious as he was, never cared to shine
by the borrowed light of his ancestry, but claimed
kinship with the whole of humanity. Had he
cared "to preserve his pedigree we would have
found it in the Chaitanya Charitamrta and in the
Chaitanya Bhagavata where long chapters have
been devoted to his glorification.